Hard Choices Research Project

As we have discussed in this unit, people make difficult decisions on a daily basis.  Sometimes we go with out instincts or logic to make a choice, but sometimes it takes a little more than that.  Often, you will have to seek out answers or solutions in order to make a tough decision.  That’s research!  

Whether it is a conversation with your parents or a Google search, when you look for information you are conducting research.  The most important part of that process is evaluating that information.   Is it reliable and up-to-date?  Is it credible?  Could the information be biased?  These are questions you must ask yourself.

For this assignment, you will look for helpful research that would help someone make a tough decision.   

First, choose a topic.  It can be a personal topic or a universal one.

Possible topics might include:

· Where do I go to college?

· What do I do after high school?

· Should I quit smoking?

· Is (marijuana, soda, etc) bad for me?

· Should I adopt?

· Should I wait to have sex?

Once you decide on a topic and narrow it to a specific research question(s), you will locate five sources of information.  Your sources must include one book and two database articles.  The other source types are up to you, but you must remember, you are evaluating the credibility, accuracy, currency, objectivity and reliability of the sources, so choose wisely.  Also, don’t solely rely on the internet.  Interviews (of a doctor, a lawyer, a counselor, etc) can be an amazing resources when it comes to making difficult choices.

With your five chosen sources, you will be creating an annotated bibliography (see handout), so you need to get as much bibliographic information as you can find to reference each source:

Author, title, publisher/location, webs address, date published, page numbers, volume, etc.

